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Objections te Unilarian Christianity considered. |to diffuse, what seem to us, nobler and juster 
(Concluded from p. 402.) | views of this divine system. 

[We omit, for want of room, that part of the} It was our purpose (o consider one more objec- 
pamphlet, which may be considered a digression ;| tion to our views, viz. that they give no consola- 
being instances of men, celebrated for learning| tion in sickness and death. But we have only 
and acquirements, &c. who have embraced the | time to express amazement at such a charge. 
doctrine. Ed.) | What! A system which insists, with peculiar 

It is indeed said, that instances have occurred | energy, on the pardoning mercy of God, on his 
of persons who having given up the Trinitarian | universal and parental love, and on the doctrine 
doctrine, have not stopt there, but have resigned | of a resurrection and immortality, such a system 
one part of Christianity after another, until they|unable to give comfort? It unlocks infinite 
have become thorough infidels. To this we! springs of consolation and joy, and gives to him 
answer, that such instances we have never| who practically receives it, a living, overflowing, 
known ; but that such should occur is not impro-|and unspeakable hope. Its power to sustain the 
bable, and is what we even should expect; for|soul in death has been often tried; and did we 
it is natural, that when the mind has detected| believe dying men te be inspired, or that peace 
yne error in its creed, it should distrust every |and hope in the last hours were God's seal to 
other article, and should exchange its blind and|the truth of doctrines, we should be able to set- 
hereditary assent for a sweeping scepticism. tle at once the controversy about Unitarianism. 
We have examples of this truth at the present We have thus endeavoured to meet the objec- 
moment, both in France and Spain, where mul-|tions which are commonly urged against our 
titudes have proceeded from rejecting Popery to| views of religion ; and we have done this, not to 
absolute Atheism. Now, who of us will argue,| build up a party, but to promote views of Chris- 
that the Catholic faith is true, because multitudes /|tianity, which seem tous particularly suited to 
who relinquished it, have also cast away every | strengthen men’s faith in it, and to make it frnit- 
religious principle and restraint; and if the argu-| ful of good works and holy lives. Christian vir- 
ment be not sound on the side of Popery, how/}tue, Christian holiness, love to God and man, 
can it be pressed into the service of Trinitarian-| these are all which we think worth contending 
ism? The fact is, that false and absurd doctrines|for ; and these we believe to be intimately con- 
when exposed, have a natural tendency to beget/ nected with the system now maintained. ‘If in 
scepticism in those who receive them without re-|this we err, may God discover our error, and dis- 
flection. None are so likely to believe too liftle,| appoint our efforts. We ask no success, but what 
as those who have begun with believing too much ;| 4E may approve—no proselytes, but such as will 
and hence we charge upon Trinitarianism what-}be improved and rendered happier by the adop- 
ever tendency may exist in those who forsake it, | tion of our views. 
to sink gradually into infidelity. 

Unitarianism does not lead to infidelity. On| To tHe Eorror or tHe Gosrprt Henan. 
the contrary, its excellence is, that it fortifies} Dear Sir—The disposition to instruct and edify 
faith. Unitarianism, is Christianity stripped of|the inquiring mind, with which you are pods- 
those corrupt additions, which shock reason and /|sessed, has induced me to submit an inquiry for 
our moral feelings. It is a rational and amiable | your inspection and answer. It is relative to the 
system, against which no man’s understanding| nature and effect of salvation, as taught in the 
or conscience or charity or piety revolts. Can | Scriptures. 
the same be said of that system which teaches; The Calvinistic and Arminian divines, inform 
the doctrines of three equal persons in one God,|me, that man incurred by transgression the end- 
of natural and total depravity, of infinite atone-|less displeasure of God, and, consequently, sub- 
ment, of special and electing grace, and of the} jected himself to never-ending punishment. To 
everlasting misery of the non-elected part of|evade the unhappy and cruel conclusions result- 
mankind. We believe that unless Christianity | ing from these premisses, they contend, and pre- 
be purified from these corruptions, it will not be | tend to believe, that Christ died to save the sinner 
able to bear the unsparing scrutiny to which the| from elernal death. They further contend, that 
progress of society is exposing it. We believe | interminable torture is the just demerit of trans- 
that it must be reformed, or intelligent men will] gressions. Premisses will have conclusions. My 
abandon it. As the friends of Christianity, and | reason, therefore, teaches me, that if it could be 
‘be foes of infidelity, we are therefore solicitous }yust to punish the sinner, or transgressor, endlessly, 
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it would be wajwet te résene him from endlem 
sorrow. The abdve inca tehey is <0 palpable, 
that I'am led to a rejection of what passes for 
orthodoxy in the Christian church. 

Wishing to obtain something more rational and 
consistent, to form the fundamental principles of 
my creed, I am disposed to give a listening ear 
to the Universalists. They irform me, that ail 
men have transgressed the Jaw of God—that all 
have subjected themselves to death, and conse- 
quent condemnation, that Jesus Christ died for ail, 
that all will be recipients of life and peace, and 


\iiete things whto them, and fot forsake them. 
(isa. alii.) then ie is 2 direct and complete, 6, 
| perfect, Saviour. But, if Christ cannot do these 
| things, unless man assist him, then, he is neither 
ja direct, perfect, nor a complete Saviour. The 
| gospel of Christ hath brought life and immor. 
jtality to light. This life and immortality, thy. 
\brought to light, cannot be inherited by flesh 
and blood. Therefore, the salvation of God in 
| Christ, will not be completed, and all men recj- 
| pients of it, until all men shall rise immortal ang 
| incorruptible. The resurrection of Christ is the 


that all are to be subjects of eternal and substan-| assurance of man’s future glory. Salvation is 
tial joys. This doctrine appears compatible with | perfected in Christ, our Head, who will bring all 


the dispensations of Divine Providence, congenial 
with the principles of reason, and in perfect con- 


formity with a forgiving, loving, and sympathetic 


spirit. 

Notwithstanding I am indnced, from several 
considerations, to adopt this truth, it appears, at 
last, to contain an intricate, or inconsistent, idea. 
The Universalists say, that man does not deserve 
eternal death for transgression. But he does de- 
serve moral, or spiritual death. This, say they, 
is the only death threatened by God as a conse- 
quence of disobedience. If 1 ask, whether this 
will be inflicted ? I am answered in the affirmative. 
They say, that every sin will be punished with 
condign punishment. This admitted, and it clearly 
follows, that the sinner is not saved from deserved 
punishment, whieh is a very rational supposi- 
tion. 

That men, in this world, are not saved from the 
commission of crime, is, 1 think, corroborated by 
every day’s experience. Where is the man that 
ean lay his hand upon his bosom and declare, 
that he is perfectly guiltless? Not one upon earth. 
Imperfection is an ingredient of man’s natare, or 
corruptible constitution. Now, the question (to 
which I wish your attention) is, from what is 
mah saved? In what sense is Christ the Saviour of 
men? An expos'.ion of this, truly intricate and 
perplexing, subject, will be thankfully received, 
and duly acknowledged, by yours in the gospel 
of Christ. " ONESIMUS. 

ANSWER. 

We have recently expatiated, in the columns 
of this paper, upon the subject proposed in the 
interrogatories of Onesimus. And the present 
Number concluding the Volume, we must be 
brief in our remarks. We, therefore, answer— 
Man is saved from sin, and consequently from the 
consequences of sin, when saved from sin, which 
is the cause. Christ is the Saviour of men, di- 
rectly or indirectly : a complete Saviour, or an in- 
efficient and imperfect Saviour. If Christ “ opens 
the blind eves, bringeth out the prisoner from the 
prison, them that sit in darkness out of the prison 
house :” If Christ “will bring the blind by a way 
that they knew not, leads them in paths that 
they have not known:” If Christ “ will make 
darkness light before them,” If Christ “ will do 


the prisoners out of the prison, open all the blind 
eyes, and in his own proper and best time, con. 
summate the glories of his Mediatorial Kingdom 


— 
PRESBYTERIANS AT HUNTINGTON, 


Some few weeks since, Edward Mitchell, pas. 
tor of the Universalist Church in this city, 
preached by request at Huntington (Long Island ) 
Reverend Samuel Robinson, a Presbyterian cler 
gyman of that place, was mightily stirred up, and, 
in great wrath, preached two sermons against the 
doctrine of Universal salvation. A believer of 
the truth, recently, called upon Mr. R. and soli- 
cited a copy of his sermons for the press ; offering 
to publish them without expense to Mr. R. and to 
give him 200 printed copies in exchange for the 
manuscript! Mr. R, we presume, conscious that 
he had stretched the truth a /iffle, refused. He 
at last consented to read one of them to the gen- 
tleman, who, not willing to let Mr. R. go alto- 
gether unrewarded for his condescension, noticed 
the following extracts : 

“Ts it not,” said Mr. R. “ the highest piece of 
presumption in us to think of deciding upon the 
eternal purposes of God? Secret things belong to 
God.” Mr R. must concede, that “ the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and from gene- 
rations, but is now made manifest to his saints, 
is a secret no longer. And Paul informs us, in 
Ephes. i. 9, 10, that the “ mystery of God's will,” 
which is now made known, is, “ that in the dis- 
peusation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ.” It must be 
confessed that it is presumption for any man to 
pretend that God's will is to make any of his 
creatures endlessly miserable ; and very foolish 
too, it is, for any man to assert that this is God's 
will, and that it is a secret ! 

Mr. R. said, that “ Mr. M. laid down no propo- 
sitions—all that he did was tolecture. Mr. M 
has not produced one single argument to prove 
that because God is great and good, he will make 
all happy.” This is childish and puerile, to make 
the best of it. Consider an earthly parent—W hat 
greater evidence would you require? He is 
great. That is, he bas abundant means. He is 
good. He possesses the disposition. It would be 
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.bsurd to call any being good, whose disposition | he will be yet more sick’ He added, “ It was old 
vas evil. | Deistical doctrine, and led to Atheism.’ We 

Mr. R. said, “ he opposed this doctrine, because | have his word for this. Finally, Mr. R. said, “ A 
This is weaker/ man who would circulate Universalist pamphlets, 


st opposed the grace of God.” 
As this 


ve What! Is it opposing the grace (favour) of| was worse than a midnight assassin!!!” 
God, te contend that “ God is good to all, and his | was said by the Rev. Samuel Robinson, of Hunt- 
Surely | ington, it is not entitled to much consideration. 
Mr. R. is trifling. | Beside, when a man is in a violent passion, he 

“ Mr. M. holds,” said Mr. R. “that our salva-| will say things which, when he is rational, he 
tion is all of grace: Of all the sects that [ ever heard | would be ashamed of. We hope Mr. R. will seri- 
{, Mahometans, Jews, Infidels, &c. I have never| ously consider, that falsehood and misrepresen- 
heard of any who deny that sin is punished, ex-| tation are not becoming, on the whole, for a 
Presbyterian clergyman, and do better in future. 


‘ 


tender mercies are over all his works?” 


sept Universalists. Some are very willing to| 


embrace Universal doctriae, who do not believe | We assure him, we forgive him ; and only publish 
the Bible. How will Mr. R. be surprised to | this to caution him, and convince him, that Uni- 
learn, that the Bible says, “By grace are ye| versalists believe “sin will be punished !” 

saved,” &c. Mr. R. seasoned his animadversions 


with a litue misrepresentation. He, however, 
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could not muster courage to declare in unquali- 
fed terms, that Mr. M. said that sianers should 


But, he has so arranged his 


pass with impunity. 
philippic that the reader, or hearer, might take it 


for granted! Universalists believe and teach, 
that sin and suffering are cause and consequence. 
That “the way of the transgressor is hard.” Mr. 
K. iu future, we hope, will confine himself to the 
truth, ia his statements. We do not understand 
how aman can embrace the Universal doctrine 
without believing the Bible; when the Bible de- 
clares,that “‘God is the Saviour of all men ;" and 
that “ all shall be taught of God.” We question 


whether Mr. R. believes the Bible ; and we know 





he dees not embrace this doctrine! 
Mr. R. said, “ This doctrine supposes that God 
is bound to love the Devil and his angels, and to 














make them all happy.’ Mr. R. does not say that 
Mr. M. teaches, or supposes this. We inform 
Mr. R. that Mr. M. teaches, and “this doctrine 
supposes,” that God “ will destroy death, and him 
that bas the power of death, that is the Devil, and 
deliver those who, through fear of death, were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.” This is 
Mr. M.'s God, and it is “this God who governs 
the world.”” Not, as Mr. R. says, “if Mr. M.'s 
God is such an one, as he represents him to be, 
he is not the God who governs the world.” Mr. 
M. represents God, as God has revealed himself. 
“Fall of compassion, longsuffering, and abun- 
dant in mercy: Who will not cast off for ever, 
nor willingly afflict the children of men.” 

Mr. R. said, “Mr. M. told his hearers, to live in 
sin and blaspheme, for they had nothing to fear.” 
We have but one remark for this—Mr. R. knew 
it was not true when he uttered it!!! How a! 

















RECANTATIONS. 

As there is much said in this city, and in other 
places, respecting Universalists’ recanting their 
faith, | have thought a few obseryations on the 
I trust no one will con- 


subject might be useful. 
or change of faith, 


tend, that all recantation 
grounded on a conviction of the understanding, 
is not just and right, and worthy of praise. But, 
surely, this will not prove the faith correct, in 
either case. Should it be said, it will, then it 
would prove too much ; for that would make aJl 
the religions ever taught in the world true, which 
I conceive to be one of the greatest absurdities 
ever invented by ignorant man ; yet it is easily 
seen all may be sincere. I have frequently heard 
of these recantations, and of clergymen proclaim- 
ing it to their hearers ; and in one instance at the 
funeral of one of these recanters, &c. I am of 
opinion they would make the world believe, if 
they could, that no one can die rejoicing in the 
universal love of God, and that a necessary quali- 
fication for our own salvation, is, to believe in an 
endless hell for a great portion of mankind, not, in 
their estimation, so holy as themselves. I have 
taken some pains to ascertain facts, and find the 
result to be as fullows.—- 

Many well-meaning people consider every man 
who denies endless misery, a Universalist ; espe- 
cially if they have ever been to hear a Universalist 
preacher. That these recantalions may frequently 
occur, is a truth I freely acknowledge ; but I 
have never found one individual to recant who 
had made a public profession of the faith, as 
taught by Mr. Mitchell, grounded on the charac- 
ter of God, who is a God of love, wisdom, and 


man can mount the pulpit and misrepresent in| power; and these his attributes manifested in 
this manner, is to us unaccountable ! | Christ as the Saviour of the world. I do not say 

Mr. R. in his sermon, (if such stuff can be called there may not be such, but only say, I have not 
a sermon,) represented Mr. M. as “the Deril | found any, but have known several who have liv- 
This is fole-|ed and died rejoicing in this faith. All the re- 


transformed into an angel of light.” 
canters I have conversed with, were unablefto 


rable, considering where it came from. ' 
Mr. R, at the close of his second sermon, said,| give the leading features of the doctrine, and to 


“Lam heartily sick of the subject.” We think | all such I would put a plain question, and hope 
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they will answer as anto God, without regard to 
the fear of man. 

What did you believe, when you thought your- 
self a Universalist ? (Some of you for eighteen or 
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i to have preferred to the inquisition certain 


charges of heresy against Michael Servetus, , 
jlearned Spanish physician, for advocating Unita 


| rianism, which caused him to be persecuted, his 


twenty years, as has been pretended.) Did you | estate confiscated, and himself condemned to be 


believe ali the nations and families of the earth 
should be blessed in the promised seed, which is 
Christ ? That all the nations whom God hath 
made, should come and worship before him and 
glorify his holy name ? That Jew and Gentile were 
reconciled to God in one body by the cross? 
That be (Jesus) was delivered for our offences, 


aud raised again for our justification ; therefore, | 


being justified, by faith we bave peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ? Were these pro- 
mises and acts of God your ground of confidence 
for the happiness of yourself, and the residue of 
mankind? Ii they were not, then, why proclaim 
among your friends your recantation, and warn 
them of the danger and evil tendency of the doc- 
trine of Universalism, as taught by Mr. Mitchell, 
when you neither understood nor believed it your- 
selves! Can you conceive that you are obeying 
the command of Jesus, who says, “ Do unto others 
as ye would they should do uato you ?”’ Are you 
not deceiving your friends? and is not deception a 


species of lying? (I would hope ignorantly :) Or is | 


it, that you have now become so perfect, having 
complied witb, what you call, the conditions of 
salvation, ‘as | have heard some of you say,) that 
you feel justified in saying what is not true of the 
faith of others, because you think their faith is er- 
roneous ? Would not this be doing evil that good 
might come ? I think it would. 

1 would advise all who are proclaiming recant- 
ations, and may read these observations, to exam- 
ine their motives for saying, of others, that, which 
they cannot show to be truth ; and for saying that, 
which they know is not truth. Is it because they 
think the faith of others not so correct as their 
own? If Lhave misrepresented in any thing I have 
said, show wherein. W. 

EE 
From the Christian Register. 

A very interesting and instructive Sermon has 
lately been published by the Rev. Thomas Gray, 
of Roxbury, (Mass.) giving a concise general view 
of the different systems of religious faith at pre- 
sent received among us, and showing how far, 
and in what respects, they differ from each other 

In this Sermon, is given the following brief 
outline of the character of John Calvin, collected 
from authentic documents. 

{After speaking of the general character of 
Calvin, as a man of genius, learning, &c. and ob- 
serving that his disposition was, by nature, stern, 
bard, and unrelenting—a man of strong feelings, 
and invincible in his prejudices, and who con- 
sidered that power and chastisement were the 
most successful weapons to cure heresy, he con- 
cludes.]} 
it was ander this delusion that he so managed 


| burnt alive by a slow fire. 


But, finding means tp 
/escape from Vienna, and passing through Geneva, 
where he kept himself concealed for some hours, 
in his flight to Naples, the object of his desting 
tion, Calvin, by some means, obtained informa 
om of the fact, and prevailed so far with the 
government there, as to have him seized, tried, 
,and condemned, as a blasphemer, denying the 
| doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and publicly burnt 
| alive, in the 44th year of his age. During his im 
prisonment, he was treated with the utmost harsh- 
jness. His prison was loathsome with filth. Iy 
| his petition for the correction of these abuses, he 
| says—“ J suffer miseries I am ashamed even to 
|v rite: but his remonstrance was disregarded 
| On the day of his execution he was brought forth 
“ When bound to the stake, he bad an iron chain 
and a strong cord passed several times round his 
neck. His book, which he had published, was 
| fastened to his thigh. He requested the exec 
jtioner not to torment him long. The fire was 
applied, but the pile was so scanty, of green oak 
branches, with the leaves still green upon them. 
intermixed with smaller kindlings, that he linger- 
ed a long time in torment, crying out, like Ste- 
phen, the first Christian martyr, with a piercing 
voice, ‘ Son of the eternal God, have mercy upon 
me!" His faith was, to the last, unshaken by his 
sufferings. And, at length, some of the specta 
tors, out of compassion, threw fagots upon him 
to put an end to his miseries. It was half an hour 
before he expired”—the first Protestant Martyr. 

But the enmity of Calvin was not satiated by 
the sacrifice of its victim. He disguised not that 
he caused his death, and adds as follows :—* That 
idle blockheads may not boast of the mad obsti- 
nacy of the man, as if he died a martyr, there ap- 
peared in him a brutish stupidity ;” he did not re- 
tract his heresy, “‘ from which any one may easily 
conclude there never was any thing serious in bis 
religion ;” though his bitterest enemies not once 
questioned his morals or sincerity. “ From the 
time his sentence of death was announced to him, 
he would remain like one stupid, only bellowing 
out, in the Spanish fashion, ‘ Mercy! Mercy ! 

a 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—Having been for many years a believer in 
the Scripture doctrine of the “ restitution of all 
things,” so also, I have been, and still am, a be- 
liever in, what I conceive, the Scripture doeirine 
of the aionion punishment of those who die im- 
penitent, and that in a state posterior to the pre 














*From this it appears he considered Christ 4s 
an object of worship. 


t Life of Servetus. 
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rent lile 
inquisitive, and, I trust, anxious for the investi- 
gation of truth, Iam desirous of hearing all that 
can be said in favour of the novel and modern 
sentiment, that there is no punishment posterior 
to the present life, nor even any such threatened 
in the Bible. Giving you full credit for your 
dexterity and ingenuity in accommodating many 
passages of Seripture, which heretofore have 
been conceived to refer to a future judgment, 
and a future state, to the apostolic age, and to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, I wish to see how 
you will accommodate the following passage to 
that, or any other event in this state of existence. 
The passage to which I wish to call your parti- 
cular attention, is 1 Thess. iv. & v. from the 13th 
verse of the former, to the 4th of the latter, inclu- 
sive. I cannot conceive by what possible rule of 
correct reasoning, the “sudden destruction,” 
bere threatened, can possibly be accommodated 
to any thing in the present life, as it is certainly at 
the time or posterior to the resurrection of the 
dead. All which is humbly submitted by your 
Obedient serv't. 
Z. GOLDSMITH 
Southold. 
ANSWER. 

We must be brief. Our correspondent will 
please to read the connexion to the passage in 
question. Chap. iv. Paul exhorts those to whom 
he wrote, to a proper course of life. At the 9th 
verse, Paul speaks of brotherly love, &c. Atthe 
13th verse he speaks of those who were as/eep, 
dead. He told them not to sorrow as others who 
have no hope. Paul assigns a reason for this, 
verse 14. You will please to recollect, Paul 
taught, (Rom. xiv.) that “Christ both died, and 
rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and the living.” And that no man liv- 
eth or dieth unto himself, &c. Paul treats of the 
resurrection of the dead to the conclusion of the 
chapter. Paul commences the Sth chapter, say- 
ing, “ But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you,” &c. At the 
3d verse, “ For when they shall say, peace and 
safety ; then sudden destruction,” &c. By looking 
at the 2d chapter, you will learn who are meant 
by “they,” spoken of in chap. v. 1. Namely, the 
Jews; on whom, says Paul, at ver. 16, “the wrath 
is come to the uttermost.” At chapter v. 9, Paul 
says, “God hath not appointed us to wrath,” &c. 
Unless you go back to the 2d chap. and make the 
word they (in chap. v. 1,) refer to the Jews, you 
must make the word refer to those, who, in the 
4th chapter, are spoken of as asleep. This, you 
will find, will not answer. For Paul, in chap. v 
1 to 3, alludes to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
(See Chap. 2.) of which there was then no need 
that he should write to the Thessalonians. In his 
Second Epistle, Paul, as appears from the phrase- 
ology he uses, learning that they had been perse- 
cuted through the means of the Jews, again re- 
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But having a mind that is insatiably | fers to the destruction of Jerusalem, and the end 


of the power of the persecutors. That the Jews 
stirred up the Roman power against believers in 
Christ, wherever scattered, we can prove from 
the testimony of Paul himself, who, before his 
conversion, persecuted them even unto range 
cities. That is, unto the surrounding nations, be- 
yond the Jewish dominions. 

Our correspondent believes in an aionion pun- 
ishment. So do we. But we believe the aionion 
punishment is now! And he will find an insur- 
mountable difficulty in making it fature and pos- 
terior to the present mode of being, if he admits 
Paul told the truth, when he said of the Jews, 
“The wrath is come upon them to the utter- 
most.” We have only room to add—This is our 
If we are right, God grant that others may 
adopt our views. 


view. 


If we are wrong, we heartily 
pray thet our errors may be confuted, exposed, 
and rejected by all the world. 


ee 
THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN 
ILLUSTRATED AND DEFENDED. 

‘ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power: For thou hast created all 
things ; and for thy PLEASURE they are and were 
created.”” Rev. iv. 11. 

(Concluded from p. 406.) 
ATONEMENT CONSIDERED. 

Having proved from clear unequivocal testimo- 
ny, the nature of the atonement, by and through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, that it is a reconciliation ot 
man to God, &c. it remains for us to consider the 
glory aad stability of this reinstation in the life 
lost by Adam’s transgression, and the final state 
of all the redeemed, who are all men, in heaven 
It is evident that no man can be benefited by a 
participation of this work which Christ came to 
perform, while in this mode of existence, unless 
he be a believer in the Gospel which proclaims 
this “ peace and good will to men.” It is no less 
certain that no man can believe it, unless he un- 
derstands it ; and tbat this knowledge is the gift ot 
God : For, says Christ, “ No man can come unto 
me except the Father draw him.” Again, ‘ Faith 
is the gift of God.” 

There is one fact, which, to a person of common 
sense, and common humanity, speaks volumes in 
favour of the Scripture doctrine of salvation being 
secured in Christ for the whole world, namely,— 
Oue half of all mankind die in infancy ; and, of 
the other half, ninety-nine out of an hundred have 
not heard of God and Christ, in this mode of ex- 
istence, from the creation of the world to the pre- 
sentday. If that knowledge of God and Christ, 
which produces what is called elernal life, was ne- 
cessary to the salvation of the soul in a future and 
endless mode of being, it is certain that God would 
not have left almost all mankind in ignorance for 
about 6000 years! The mind of the humane 
reader, who has not fully investigated this subject, 


jand is therefore pained with doubts and fears, may 
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tions.— 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


find a full relief from the following considera-|the accom 


| 
| 








plishment of his purposes, wili be o:. 
ceeded by a “ dispensation of the fulness (or end 


There is not a truth taught more plainly than | of times,” in which God will “ gather together g 
this, that eternal life, let it be what it may, is actu- | things in Christ.” This will be “the times of resti 
ally possessed and enjoyed by the believer in |/ution of all things, which God hath spoken by ji, 


Christ in this mode of existence. “ This is life | mouth of all his holy prophets since the world be 


elernal to know thee,” &c. 
the Son hath life 
has explained this in the most unequivocal lan- 


“ He that believeth on | gan * 
And John, first epistle v. 20,| abroad in the earth, will have accomplished thei; 


Then the judgments of God, which are 


) object, and then, “in his name will the Gentiles 
guage imaginable,“ And we know that the Son | trust.” 


Then “ All Israel shall be saved The 


of God is come, and hath given us an understand- | « last enemy shall be destroyed, death.” The 


ing that we may know him that is true, and we are | devil and his works will be destroyed, and those 
in him that is true, his Son Jesus Christ. This is | delivered, who all their lifetime were subject to 


the true God and elernal life.” 


It has been con- | bondage. 


Not a dissenting voice will be heard 


ceded, and there is no remedy for it, (for it must; The triumphant song, “O death, where is thy 


be,) that a man may believe, and have this efernal|sting! O hell, where is thy victory! will eeho 


life as a conseyuence, to-day, and fall from his} through the vast expanse, and God be all in 
Then bis eternal life ends! This| HALLELUJAn. 


faith to-morrow 
important fact has given our Arminian friends con- 
siderable trouble, and has been brought “ bome 
to their business and bosoms!” Therefore, the 
atwrcor life, which has been so much talked about, 
and so little understood, by the acknowledgment 
of our opponents themselves, may end in a month 
ora year!!! This word, which is their evidence 
to prove the endless misery of sinners in a future 
state, by.their own acknowledgment is applicable 
to the present time, and means a duraiion no lon- 
ger than a month ora year, as the case may be. 
Their object’ a that this word is the only guaran- 
tee of the duration of the happiness of the righ- 
teous, is thus destroyed with a blow from their 
own weapon. ‘They must concede (for they will 
not answer to interrogatories of this kind,) that 
the e/ernal life denoted by this word, and enjoyed 
and lost in this world, when enjoyed does not con- 
fer incorruptibility nor immortality / 

Now we have a word to prove the duration of 
the happiness of the righteous in another mode of 
being, which they cannot find coupled with any 
denunciation of punishment for the sinner ; name- 
ly, Heb. vii. 16, axaradvrs, rendered endless life! ! 
The best authorities define this word to mean a 
life that cannot be dissolved, immortal !* 

It is therefore evident, that vo infant can enjoy 
elernal life. All the Jews, whom “ God hath con- 
cluded in unbelief that he might have mercy upon 
all,” cannot enjoy eternal life. No unbeliever 
But, all the race of Adam, 
in afuture mode of existence, will see (instead of 
believing the reports of others,) the truth of God's 
salvation ; 


can enjoy eternal life 


be raised incorruptible and immortal, 
and have an endless life, which cannot be dis- 
solved. j 

Dispensations, or periods, appointed by God for 





— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magasin 
HYPOCRISY EXPOSED. 

False Prophets—Contrasted with St. Paul 


In sable robes with serious faces, 

They mount aloft to highest places ; 

An hour or more employ their tongues—- 
Weary the throng——exhaust their lungs 
“ Bring forth your worldly wealth,” they cry, 
And barter for the joys on high! 
Treasure bestow with liberal bands, 

To save the souls in heathen lands 
Support our missionary plan ; 

Reverend divines this scheme began, 
But all must fail if you withhold 

The needful silver and the gold. 

Does Christ bis pierced hands extend, 
And plead for aid? His cause befriend |* 
Your choicest idol, gold, resign, 

For beavenly wealth, and bliss divine !” 


‘1 seek not yours, but you,” said Paul, 
Freely I preach to great and small ; 
Silver and gold I do not crave, 

But all the world I long to save. 

These hands my earthly wants supply ; 
My crown of glory waits on high 

As thus I follow Christ my Lord, 

Walk in my steps with one accord.” 


IMPROVEMENT. 
Beware of Prophets false and greedy ; 
Those ravening wolves who rob the needy 
Whe seek pre-eminent to shine, 
And dare assume titles divine! 
Disguised like sheep, they seize their prey 
The wretched flock are borne away, 
Deceiv'd and fleec’d by selfish men, 
Whose godliness is worldiy gain.t 
"Fis by the fruit the tree we know ; 
No grapes, nor figs, on brambles grow 
Though long and Joud in formal prayer, 
Their fruits designate who they are 
‘Tis not by money, might, or power, 
Hirelings, who sermonize their hour— 
Nor all the men-made priests combin'd, 
Can renovate the carnal mind. 





* Questions touching the above, were handed in 
writing to an Arminian, at Washington Hall, last 


“The New-Jersey Seminary for manufacturing 


winter, and he was repeatedly solicited to answer| Presbyterian ministers, in their public address, au- 
to them. He promised to do it, and that wes—all /!| daciously represent Christ as bolding out his pier- 
A Calvinist, whom we accommodated with ques-|ced hands, and asking for money to support their 
tions in writing, answered them by taking “ French | schemes 





leave.” 


+1 Tim. vi. 5 
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The grace and power of God alone, 

Can melt and win our hearts of stone, 

And save the world from sin and guilt— 

Employ, O Lord, whoe'er thou wilt. 

Ye whom the Lord hath sent to preach 

His great salvation, we beseech, 

Like Paul make Christ your trust and guide, 

And all your wants will be supply'd. 

S. PETER. 
—_— 
A NEW UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

We have the satisfaction to announce to our 
brethren at a distance, that a lot of ground has 
been recently purchased, in a very elligible situ- 
ation in the Northern Liberties of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, for the purpose of erect- 
ing anew Universalist church, for which a gentle- 
man in Market-street advanced seven thousand 
and seventy-fwe dollars ; and a number of gentle- 
men have entered into an agreement to erect on 
said lot, within two years, a bouse of such dimen- 
sions, and such materials as shall be approved of 
by the building committee, which has or may be 
appointed for said house, for the purpose of wor- 
shipping Almighty God, and promulgating the 
truths of the Scriptures, in accordance with the 


doctrine of Universal Salvation. A committee 
has lately been appointed to open books for the 
disposal of shares in the stock, which is to be 
raised for the above laudable purpose. The whole 
stock to amount to 20,000 dollars, to be divided 
into shares of 25 dollars each, to be paid in such 
instalments as shall be necessary to go on with 
the wagk as soon as may be. This committee 
has not yet made their report, but we understand 
they are nearly prepared to do so. 
Phil. Univer. Mag. 
I 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—In reading your Herald, dated March 23, 
1822, No. 49, and page 389, in your answer to Mr. 
Remmington, you stated, that you believed all 


those who are “ raging with malice and envy at 


the supposition of their neighbours’ happiness, 
are in the depths of hell; and will remain there 
until the truth shall make them clean.” 

Now, Sir—I wish you would inform me when 
they are to be made clean? whether in this world 
orin the world to come? For we know that 
some remain in that situation until death. 

AN INQUIRER. 
ANSWER. 

Ifa man leaves this world and mode of exist- 
ence in ignorance, and consequent darkness, his 
mind, if ever enlightened, must be enlightened in 
another world and mode of existence posterior 
to the present. Nothing can be plainer than this 
When it can be proved that mankind will remain 
the same in a future mode of existence, and ex- 
perience no change after death, then our doctrine 
falls to the ground. This, however, cannot be 
done. But we can prove that mankind will be 
changed ; for it is declared, “ All shall be taught 
ot God.” Therefore, on the truth of this decla- 
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ration, we affirm, that all who are not taught of 
God in this world, will be instructed in the net. 
This is just as plain as the most obvious propo- 
sition in nature. 
i 
The wise caught in their own crafliness. 

The disciples of Swedenborg, in common with 
their prototype, will not admit that the Apostle 
Paul was inspired by God 
obvious 


The reason for this is 
Paul preaches a doctrine that Sweden- 
borg could not bear, and to clear himself from the 
difficulties which Paul threw in his way, he de- 
decided, nem. con. that Paul might, for aught he 
knew, be a pretty honest kind of a man, but did 
not know much. Having disposed of Paul's pre- 
tensions, Paul's declarations could be managed 
without much difficulty. If any thing is quoted 
from that Apostle’s Epistles, it is only Paul who 
said so. Now, strange to relate, a disciple of S., 
forgetting we presume, a part of his creed, and 
wishing to illustrate and defend his master's pre- 
rogative, quoted Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 1—5, to prove 
that supernatural communications had been made 
to men, cunsequently, Swedenborg was inspired 
&c. “ of 
the Theological writings of the Honourable EF. 
Swedenborg,” p. 44. 

Reader, can you believe that the immediate 
disciples and apostles of Christ, with their coad- 
jutors, failed in promulgating the truth, and that 
it was left for Mr. S. to effect that which all 
Christ's disciples could not accomplish? - If this 
were true, he was a mighty man indeed! 

—_— 
WHAT DO WORDS MEAN? 

Bishop Burnet, in his dying advice, treating of 
religion, &c. says, “He must be entirely, uni- 
formly, and constantly, pure and virtuous, ani- 
mated with zeal to be still bet/er and better, more 
eminently good and exemplary!” Now we have 
been supposing, that when a man was “ entirely, 
uniformly, and constantly, pure,’ &c. he could 
not be “ still better and better,” and “ more emi- 
nently good and exemplary !” This species of rea- 
soning which the good Bishop indulged himself in 
isnot uncommon. It does not come under the 
head of hyperbole ; it is like the “more /ast 
words of Thomas Baxter!” The Bishop, how- 
ever, says, “ This is true religion,” &c, If the 
Bishop was correct, we very much question whe 
ther he, or any mere man, ever possessed “ truc 
religion” in this mode of being. 

I 
AN OPINION 

A clergyman, in this city, recently, while 
preaching of the torments of the damned, in 
another world, remarked, that “God was at a 
loss to find terms to express their misery,” &c. 
Let this be asit may, we think no person who 
ever heard modern clergymen preach their fire 
and brimstone sermons, will say, that, (hey are at 
a loss for terms to express every thing appertain- 
ing to their damnation and misery. It must, we 
think, be admitted, that they excel in every thing 
that is horrible in description and repugnant to 
humanity ; while they are at a loss for terms to ex- 
press or explain, the nature or extent of the salva- 
tion of God! 


also! See “ Dialogues on the nature,” 
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af TRIUMPH OF PRINCIPLE. 


The Editor of this Paper was about writing his VaLepicrory, in coincidence with his notice 
of discontinuing this publication, when a General Meeting of the friends of Trurn in this City 
eventuated in an unanimous resolution for its continuance: To effect which, a Company is oy. 
ganizing to be the sole Proprietors and exclusive owners of the EsTasiismMenr of the 


Gospel fherald; 


which is apportioned in OVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY SHARES, at Ten Dollars each 
The Third Volume will therefore commence under new auspices, and is contemplated to be 
afforded to Subscribers at $2 per year, payable in advance; and for size, typographical exeey. 
tion, and cheapness, to be second to no work ever issued from the American or any other Press. 
It will be published weekly. 

The Editor is instructed by the Proprietors to say, that, The Friends of Taurna through- 
out the Union, are respectfully requested to patronize this work; and those who may be willing 
to promote the cause by becoming gents, for their respective towns, will confer a favour by 
giving the earliest information of the same, that a list of the Agents for this Paper may be pub- 


lished, &c. 


The PROSPECTUS will be published inthe First Number. 


Distant Subscribers (unless 


they signify to the contrary) will be considered as Subscribers to the Third Volume. 
A PROSPECTUS willbe issued immediately for the city, and the residence of ev ery Sub- 


scriber to be given after the first of May. 


issued on and dated Sarurpay, May 18, 1822. 


The First Number of the Third Volume to be 


This short delay will, probably, be necessary 


for procuring puper of proper size and quality, and to ensure the punctual delivery of the Num- 
bers at the Postoffice in this city, early each week, for distant Subscribers, and to prevent delay 
and disappointment after the volume is commenced. : 

N. B. No subscription for a less term than one year, (which includes one whole volume.) 
will be received at the commencement of the volume. ‘ 


——E 


« The fashion of this world passeth away.” 

Reader, thou wilt soon be classed with those 
who have gone before thee. A new generation 
will occupy the ground you now tread on, and a 
friendly recollection, or the “ storied urn,” be the 
only relic of thy busy life. Thy years, at most, 
are few ! Thy hopes, if bounded by time's narrow 
limits, how visionary! Thy expectations, if cir- 
cumscribed within life's little bound, how preca- 
Thy—but, hold: “ Man that is in honour 
abideth not.” Look around. Learn from what 
has been, what may be. The tender grass, now 
merging into luxuriance, doomed by the frosts of 
the coming winter to fade and die, may open its 
ephemeral flower when thy head shall be beneath 
its sod, when the sun of thy mortal life shall be 
sunk beneath the horizon of time, and thy present 
possessions know thee no more for ever. Thou 
bast other interests than the fleeting cares of the 
present world. Here thou art a passenger, not a 
resident. Thou art identified only with the pre- 
sent moment, and a pilgrim and sojourner, as all 
our fathers were. Let not the toys of this world 
beguile you of the more substantial joys which 
grow in rich luxuriance, bud and bloom in 
wisdom’s path, and exhale their fragrance at every 
step. Thou art destined to a world, a mode of 
being, where the faculties of thy soul, unfettered 
from the trammels of mortality, and illuminated 
with the sun of Truth, will explore, in rapturous 
amazement, the glories of Goodness, the sublimity 
of Wisdom, and the fervour of Love. 

en ee 

Let them now that fear the Lord say, that his 

wercy endureth for ever ScRIPTURE. 


rious ! 





NOTICE. 


The Editor, with a view to the accommodation 
of the Patrons cf the Gospet Heratp in this 
city, has made arrangements with a Bookbinder, 
as follows—He will put the Second Volume of 
the G. H. into substantial binding, that is, leather 
backs and corners, the backs handsomely lettered 
and filleted, for three shillings per vol. Those of 
our Subscribers who wish their volumes bound, 
are requested to send them to the residence of 
the Editor, 66 Bowery, on or before Wednesday, 
April 24th, without covers, and arranged in order, 
the owner writing his name, &c. on the fly leaf 
precediag the title page. The volumes, bound, 
will be ready for delivery at the residence of the 
Editor, on the first Monday in May, (the 6th day 
of the month,) when the owners of the volumes 
will confer a favour by taking them away, &c. 

et 
To Correspondents—Several communications 
were received too late for insertion in this volume ; 
they shall have an early insertion in the Third 
Volume. Our friends in Ohio, T. C. and T. B. are 
informed their favours are received, &c. 
— 


All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication inthis 
Paper, must he post paid. City Correspondents are informed, that 
a Letter-box is stationed at the entrance of the Printing Office, No 
70 Bowery, for the reception of their Communications. 

N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No. 454Pearl- 
Street. The First Volume of the G.H. bound or otherwise, may 
be obtained at the above place 
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